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NEWS BRIEF

Today is The historic Homecoming Day of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Bangabandhu, the undisputed leader of the nation and supreme commander of the country's Liberation War, returned to the sacred soil of independent Bangladesh on January 10 in 1972, after 290 days captivity in Pakistan jail. To mark the Homecoming Day of Bangabandhu with due respect, the ruling Awami League, its associate bodies, other political parties and socio-cultural-professional organizations have chalked out elaborate programs. The ruling Awami League is set to hold a rally at Suhrawardy Udyan in the city at 2:30 pm.  Awami League President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will attend the discussion as the chief guest while national leaders are expected to take part in the discussion.


The Cabinet on Monday approved a proposal for cutting of 13,356 trees of forests under the Forest Department for implementing gas distribution pipeline project from Sreepur to Joydevpur to be implemented by the Titas Gas Transmission and Distribution Company Ltd. The approval was given at the regular weekly meeting of the cabinet held at Bangladesh Secretariat with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. After the meeting, Cabinet Secretary Mohammad Shafiul Alam said to the media that the Titas Gas Transmission and Distribution Company Limited has been allowed to cut and remove the trees on condition that it would plant more than 26000 trees saplings at suitable places on the same route. The Cabinet also gave final approval to the draft of  "The Ansar Battalion (Amendment) Act, 2016" fixing minimum service length of the Ansar members at 6 years instead of 9 as a condition to make their service permanent. 



Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina sought cooperation from all to continue the present pace of development as she inaugurated the Development Fair-2017 yesterday. The premier opened the three-day Development Fair-2017 across the country through videoconferencing from her official Ganabhaban residence yesterday afternoon. The fair has been organized to bring all people under the government's uplift activities by informing the success stories to achieve Vision 2021 and Vision 2041 and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

President Abdul Hamid yesterday said consensus among political parties is urgently needed on different important national issues. The President said this when leaders of Bangladesher Samajt-antrik Dal (BSD) led by its General Secretary Khalequzzaman met him at Bangabhaban on formation of next Election Commission (EC). BSD placed a five-point proposal over the formation of a search committee and the new EC. Later, the President held talks with Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (Ambia) at the Darbar Hall of Bangabhaban. The Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal placed a five-point proposal over the formation of a search committee and the new EC. 


Dhaka stocks returned to positive strongly on yesterday with the key index of DSEX crossing 5,200 points mark after October 2014 following prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s assurance to continue her government’s all-out support for the development of the stock market. 


Bangladesh has attained the status of Permanent Observer of the Organization of American States (OAS), the oldest multilateral regional organization founded by the United States in 1948. Luis Almagro, Secretary General of OAS, has recently sent a letter to the Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali to that effect. It will strengthen ties and facilitate deeper engagements of Bangladesh with the Latin American and Caribbean countries, according to a message received from the Foreign Ministry. OAS has 35 members from North America, South America, Central America and the Caribbean countries with 72 permanent observers from all over the world.  

The government has finalized the tariffs for leasing lands to investors in 17 economic zones across the country.  Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority (BEZA), an attached agency of the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), got the approval to the land tariffs in its recent fifth governing committee meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. With the fixation of land tariffs, BEZA now can allocate land to the investors. The government has planned to set up a total of 100 special economic zones on 75,000 acres of land in different parts of the country by the year 2030 with a view to fetch $40 billion in foreign investment and create new jobs. 

The government has taken initiatives to construct two power plants to generate 1,130 megawatt electricity on the bank of river Bhairab at Khalishpur industrial belt in the city. Capacitating 800MW electricity production these power stations would be set up inside Khulna News Print Mills and other 330MW electricity production power station would set up in Goalpara Power House area under the supervision of Bangladesh Power Development Board, sources said. Earlier, ECNEC has Okayed the projects for constructing dual-fuel combined cycle power plant in Khulna at a cost of Taka 3,254 crore. Of the amount, China will finance Taka 2,014 crore in the project, while the remaining Taka 1,240 crore will come from the PDB.

Deputy Speaker Fazle Rabbi Miah on Monday stressed the need for formation of a parliamentary caucus for protecting the rights and interests of expatriates, reports UNB. If the people from disadvantaged areas get priority in manpower export, it'll ensure inclusive economic development; he said while addressing a discussion in the city as the chief guest arranged by WARBE Development Foundation and BOAF two NGOs working on migration. Fazle Rabbi urged the government and recruiting agencies to ensure that the expatriates are not harassed abroad.  


The National Implementation Committee for Administrative Reforms (NICAR) has approved the proposals of establishing Chittagong’s Dohazari and Comilla’s Lalmai into a municipality and upazila respectively. The approval was given in the NICAR meeting held at the secretariat on Monday with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. Lalmai will be the 491th upazila with a population of 22, 032 in 147.03 sq-km area. NICAR also decided to rename Pirojpur’s Zianagar upazila into Indurkani. The upazila was named Zianagar in 2002. The NICAR approved a proposal for upgrading the status of Dohazari Union of Chandanaish Upazila as a pouroshabha for its present trait.

DSEX, the prime index of Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) settled yesterday at 5,214.60 points.
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